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Wildwood Apr 21 2022 Here, published for the first time in the United States, is the last book by Roger
Deakin, famed British nature writer and icon of the environmentalist movement. In Deakin's glorious
meditation on wood, the "fifth element" -- as it exists in nature, in our culture, and in our souls -- the
reader accompanies Deakin through the woods of Britain, Europe, Kazakhstan, and Australia in search of
what lies behind man's profound and enduring connection with trees. Deakin lives in forest shacks, goes
"coppicing" in Suffolk, swims beneath the walnut trees of the Haut-Languedoc, and hunts bushplums with
Aboriginal women in the outback. Along the way, he ferrets out the mysteries of woods, detailing the life
stories of the timber beams composing his Elizabethan house and searching for the origin of the apple. As
the world's forests are whittled away, Deakin's sparkling prose evokes woodlands anarchic with life,
rendering each tree as an individual, living being. At once a traveler's tale and a splendid work of natural
history, Wildwood reveals, amid the world's marvelous diversity, that which is universal in human
experience.
Waterlog Sep 26 2022 Roger Deakin set out in 1996 to swim through the British Isles. The result a
uniquely personal view of an island race and a people with a deep affinity for water. From the sea, from
rock pools, from rivers and streams, tarns, lakes, lochs, ponds, lidos, swimming pools and spas, from fens,
dykes, moats, aqueducts, waterfalls, flooded quarries, even canals, Deakin gains a fascinating perspective
on modern Britain. Detained by water bailiffs in Winchester, intercepted in the Fowey estuary by
coastguards, mistaken for a suicude on Camber sands, confronting the Corryvreckan whirlpool in the
Hebrides, he discovers just how much of an outsider the native swimmer is to his landlocked, fullydressed fellow citizens. Encompassing cultural history, autobiography, travel writing and natural history,
Waterlog is a personal journey, a bold assertion of the native swimmer's right to roam, and an
unforgettable celebration of the magic of water.
The Tail of Emily Windsnap Oct 23 2019 Emily Windsnap lives on a boat, but her mother has always
been oddly anxious to keep her out of the water. It is only when Emily has her first school swimming
lesson that she discovers why: as soon as she gets into the water, she grows a tail! Soon Emily discovers a
glorious underwater world of fishes, coral, shipwrecks and mermaids, and, best of all, she finds a best
friend! With mermaid Shona Silkfin by her side, Emily uncovers a surprising family secret and embarks
on a quest to reunite her mum and dad. This enchanting fantasy deals with universal themes of family,
friendship, love and justice - all handled with the lightness of touch for which Liz Kessler is so well
known.
Meadowland Mar 08 2021 _________________ 'BRITAIN'S FINEST LIVING NATURE WRITER' THE TIMES WINNER OF THE THWAITES WAINWRIGHT PRIZE 2015 What really goes on in the
long grass? Meadowland gives an unique and intimate account of an English meadow’s life from January
to December, together with its biography. In exquisite prose, John Lewis-Stempel records the passage of
the seasons from cowslips in spring to the hay-cutting of summer and grazing in autumn, and includes the

biographies of the animals that inhabit the grass and the soil beneath: the badger clan, the fox family, the
rabbit warren,the skylark brood and the curlew pair, among others. Their births, lives, and deaths are
stories that thread through the book from first page to last.
Wild Swim Jan 06 2021 In this stunning and inspiring guide, Kate Rew, founder of the Outdoor
Swimming Society, takes you on a wild journey across Britain, braving the elements to experience firsthand some of the country's most awe-inspiring swim spots, from tidal pools in the Outer Hebrides to the
white-sand beaches of the Isles of Scilly. Waterfalls, natural jacuzzis, sea caves, meandering rivers - every
swim is described in loving detail, taking in not only the gleeful humour of each mini-adventure and the
breathtaking beauty of the surroundings, but also practical information about how to find these remote
spots. Featuring evocative photography from Dominick Tyler, this is a must-have book for serious
swimmers and seaside paddlers alike, and is perfect for the outdoors enthusiast in your life.
The Third Thing May 10 2021 "In this book, masterly woodcuts spread across the pages to guide us
visually through the many aspects of that cycle of water described in words. Layers of translucent colour
suggest the movement of water across swimmers, human and animal. There are driving shafts of rain,
frozen crystals, rivers which support teeming life on boats, clouds heavy with impending downpours. All
derive from D.H. Lawrence's wonder at the unknowable third thing that, with an oxygen atom and two of
hydrogen, completes the mystery of water ... Ralph Kiggell has chosen a wide sweep of writing as
inspiration for his imagery to convey the variety of ways in which water provides life and is life for all on
earth"--Old Stile Press website, viewed March 2, 2015.
Floating Dec 05 2020 This is one man's journey, swimming across Britain's countryside and immersing in
the sometimes icy waters while coming to terms with something more challenging than the choppy waters
of the English Channel. As Joe Minihane comes up for air, he discovers that swimming is both a joyous
activity and a voyage into oneself. Minihane became obsessed with wild swimming and its restorative
qualities, developing a new-found passion by following the example of naturalist Roger Deakin in his
classic Waterlog. While fighting the currents, sometimes treading water, Minihane begins to confront the
buried issues in his life. Along the way, he rekindles old friendships and forges new ones, and after an
unexpected setback discovers that he has already gained enough strength to continue his recovery on dry
land. Both strange and beautiful, the wild water puts him in touch with nature and himself. Floating is a
remarkable memoir about a passion for swimming and nature. Moving from darkness into light, it is as
intense and moving as it is lyrical and generous. It captures in memorable detail Minihane's struggle to
understand his life, to move forward and, steeped in the anti-authoritarian and naturalistic spirit of Deakin,
celebrates the joy of taking time to enjoy life. From Hampstead to Yorkshire, and Dorset to Jura, from the
Isles of Scilly to Wales, Minihane has written a love letter to wild stretches of water. We swim with him
through ponds and lakes, rivers and canals, lodes and marshes, even the ice-cold sea and come out of the
water healthier.
A Boy in the Water Apr 28 2020 'A fascinating story full of innocence, achievement, ambition and trust'
Ellen MacArthur 'Extraordinary' Clare Balding The poignant, life-affirming story of a determined boy, a
visionary coach, and how the dream of a record-breaking Channel swim became reality Eltham, South
London. 1984: the hot fug of the swimming pool and the slow splashing of a boy learning to swim but not
yet wanting to take his foot off the bottom. Fast-forward four years. Photographers and family wait on the
shingle beach as a boy in a bright orange hat and grease-smeared goggles swims the last few metres from
France to England. He has been in the water for twelve agonizing hours, encouraged at each stroke by his
coach, John Bullet, who has become a second father. This is the story of a remarkable friendship between
a coach and a boy, and a love letter to the intensity and freedom of childhood.
Notes from Walnut Tree Farm Jul 24 2022 Notes from Walnut Tree Farm is a collection of writing by
Roger Deakin For the last six years of his life, Roger Deakin kept notebooks in which he wrote his daily
thoughts, impressions, feelings and observations about and around his home, Walnut Tree Farm.
Collected here are the very best of these writings, capturing his extraordinary, restless curiosity about
nature as well as his impressions of our changing world. 'Marvellous, wonderful, lovely, remarkable . . .
to be read and reread and treasured' Elizabeth Jane Howard, Daily Mail 'Very funny, sharp-eyed. To look
at the world through Deakin's eyes was to see somewhere that was more wonderful than it often appears'
Sunday Telegraph 'Thoughtful and invigorating, full of humour, timeless . . . will take its place among the

classics of Nature diaries . . . to be read alongside Frances Kilvert, Gilbert White, and Dorothy
Wordsworth' Mail on Sunday 'Gentle, straight, honest, inquisitive, funny, melancholic' Spectator 'So busy
and bustling with life' Observer 'A secular saint' The Times Roger Deakin, who died in August 2006,
shortly after completing the manuscript for Wildwood, was a writer, broadcaster and film-maker with a
particular interest in nature and the environment.He lived for many years in Suffolk, where he swam
regularly in his moat, in the river Waveney and in the sea, in between travelling widely through the
landscapes he writes about in Wildwood. He is the author of Waterlog, Wildwood and Notes from Walnut
Tree Farm.
Journey Through Britain Jun 11 2021 First published 1968. John Hillaby recounts his famous walk from
Land's End to John O'Groats
Wild Awake Nov 04 2020 What is it like to be completely alone, attempting to face your experience with
only nature for company? Author Vajragupta has been doing just that every year for 25 years. Here he
recounts how solitary retreats have changed him, how he fell in love with the places he stayed in and the
creatures there. He reflects on how the outer world and his inner world began to speak more deeply to
each other. Also includes an 'A-to-Z' guide of how to do your own solitary retreat.
Swimming to Antarctica Feb 25 2020 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In this extraordinary book, the
world’s most extraordinary distance swimmer writes about her emotional and spiritual need to swim and
about the almost mystical act of swimming itself. Lynne Cox trained hard from age nine, working with an
Olympic coach, swimming five to twelve miles each day in the Pacific. At age eleven, she swam even
when hail made the water “like cold tapioca pudding” and was told she would one day swim the English
Channel. Four years later—not yet out of high school—she broke the men’s and women’s world records
for the Channel swim. In 1987, she swam the Bering Strait from America to the Soviet Union—a feat
that, according to Gorbachev, helped diminish tensions between Russia and the United States. Lynne
Cox’s relationship with the water is almost mystical: she describes swimming as flying, and remembers
swimming at night through flocks of flying fish the size of mockingbirds, remembers being escorted by a
pod of dolphins that came to her off New Zealand. She has a photographic memory of her swims. She
tells us how she conceived of, planned, and trained for each, and re-creates for us the experience of
swimming (almost) unswimmable bodies of water, including her most recent astonishing one-mile swim
to Antarctica in thirty-two-degree water without a wet suit. She tells us how, through training and by
taking advantage of her naturally plump physique, she is able to create more heat in the water than she
loses. Lynne Cox has swum the Mediterranean, the three-mile Strait of Messina, under the ancient bridges
of Kunning Lake, below the old summer palace of the emperor of China in Beijing. Breaking records no
longer interests her. She writes about the ways in which these swims instead became vehicles for personal
goals, how she sees herself as the lone swimmer among the waves, pitting her courage against the odds,
drawn to dangerous places and treacherous waters that, since ancient times, have challenged sailors in
ships.
Landmarks Aug 13 2021 SHORTLISTED FOR THE SAMUEL JOHNSON PRIZE 2015
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WAINWRIGHT PRIZE 2016 Landmarks is Robert Macfarlane's joyous
meditation on words, landscape and the relationship between the two. Words are grained into our
landscapes, and landscapes are grained into our words. Landmarks is about the power of language to
shape our sense of place. It is a field guide to the literature of nature, and a glossary containing thousands
of remarkable words used in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales to describe land, nature and weather.
Travelling from Cumbria to the Cairngorms, and exploring the landscapes of Roger Deakin, J. A. Baker,
Nan Shepherd and others, Robert Macfarlane shows that language, well used, is a keen way of knowing
landscape, and a vital means of coming to love it. Praise for Robert Macfarlane: 'He has a poet's eye and a
prose style that will make many a novelist burn with envy' John Banville, Observer "I'll read anything
Macfarlane writes" David Mitchell, Independent 'Every movement needs stars. In [Macfarlane] we surely
have one, burning brighter with each book.' Telegraph '[Macfarlane] is a godfather of a cultural moment'
Sunday Times
Swim Jul 20 2019 Swim is a celebration of swimming and the effect it has on our lives. It's an inquiry
into why we swim -- the lure, the hold, the timeless magic of being in the water. It's a look at how
swimming has changed over the millennia, how this ancient activity is becoming more social than solitary

today. It's about our relationship with the water, with our fishy forebearers, and with the costumes that we
wear. You'll even find a few songs to sing when you push out those next laps. Swimming enthusiast Lynn
Sherr explores every aspect of the sport, from the biology of swimming to the fame of Esther Williams;
from turquoise pools and wild water to the training of Olympians; and she reveals the secret of buoyancy
so that anyone can avoid the example of the English poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, who lamented, "Why
can't I swim, it seems so very easy?" When his friend, the biographer Edward John Trelawny, said,
"because you think you can't," Shelley plunged into Italy's Arno River and dropped like a rock. With
Swim, you can avoid that happening to you.
Swimming with Seals Dec 25 2019 This is a memoir of intense physical and personal experience,
exploring how swimming with seals, gulls and orcas in the cold waters off Orkney provided Victoria
Whitworth with an escape from a series of life crises and helped her to deal with intolerable loss. It is also
a treasure chest of history and myth, local folklore and archaeological clues, giving us tantalising
glimpses of Pictish and Viking men and women, those people lost to history, whose long-hidden secrets
are sometimes yielded up by the land and sea.
The Great Swim Aug 01 2020 The dramatic story of the four courageous female swimmers who
captivated the world in the summer of 1926. Despite the tensions of a world still recovering from World
War I, during the summer of 1926, the story that enthralled the public revolved around four young
American swimmers-Gertrude Ederle, Mille Gade, Lillian Cannon, and Clarabelle Barrett-who battled the
weather, each other, and considerable odds to become the first woman to conquer the brutal waters of the
English Channel. The popular East Coast tabloids from New York to Boston engaged in rivalries nearly
as competitive as the swimmers themselves; each backed a favorite and made certain their girl-in bathing
attire-was plastered across their daily editions. Just as Seabiscuit, the little horse with the big heart, would
bring the nation to a near standstill when he battled his rival War Admiral in 1938, this quartet of women
held the attention of millions of people on both sides of the Atlantic for an entire summer. Gavin
Mortimer uses primary sources, diaries, interviews with relatives, and contemporary reports to paint an
unforgettable portrait of a competition that changed the way the world looked at women, both in sport and
society. More than an underdog story, The Great Swim is a tale of perseverance, strength, and sheer force
of will. A portrait of an era that is as evocative as Cinderella Man, this is a memorable story of America
and Americans in the 1920s.
Swimming Studies Jan 26 2020 Winner of the 2012 National Book Critics Circle Award, Autobiography
Swimming Studies is a brilliantly original, meditative memoir that explores the worlds of competitive and
recreational swimming. From her training for the Olympic trials as a teenager to enjoying pools and
beaches around the world as an adult, Leanne Shapton offers a fascinating glimpse into the private, often
solitary, realm of swimming. Her spare and elegant writing reveals an intimate narrative of suburban
adolescence, spent underwater in a discipline that continues to inspire Shapton’s work as an artist and
author. Her illustrations throughout the book offer an intuitive perspective on the landscapes and imagery
of the sport. Shapton’s emphasis is on the smaller moments of athletic pursuit rather than its triumphs. For
the accomplished athlete, aspiring amateur, or habitual practicer, this remarkable work of written and
visual sketches propels the reader through a beautifully personal and universally appealing exercise in
reflection.
The Mindful Art of Wild Swimming Feb 07 2021 "Tessa Wardley is a keen and knowledgeable guide” Times Literary Supplement The Mindful Art of Wild Swimming explores how swimming in rivers, lakes,
and seas is the very epitome of conscious living. Zen-seeker Tessa Wardley reconnects the physical and
spiritual cycles of life to the changing seasons and flow of wild waters worldwide and leads the reader on
to a mindful journey through the natural world. With expert insight and personal anecdote, she shares a
sparkling clarity on why our relationship with open water is so fundamental to pure wellbeing, and reveals
how wild swimming can be the ultimate Zen meditation.
Swimming Jun 23 2022 Is there anything quite so exhilarating as swimming in wild water? This is a
joyful swimming tour of Britain, a frog’s-eye view of the country’s best bathing holes – the rivers, rock
pools, lakes, ponds, lochs and sea that define a watery island. Charming, funny, inspiring, an assertion of
the native swimmer's right to roam, a celebration of the magic of water – this book will indeed make you
want to strip off and leap in. Selected from the book Waterlog by Roger Deakin VINTAGE MINIS:

GREAT MINDS. BIG IDEAS. LITTLE BOOKS. A series of short books by the world’s greatest writers
on the experiences that make us human Also in the Vintage Minis series: Eating by Nigella Lawson
Liberty by Virginia Woolf Summer by Laurie Lee Desire by Haruki Murakami
Underland Mar 28 2020 The unmissable new book from the bestselling, prize-winning author of
Landmarks, The Old Ways and The Lost Words Discover the hidden worlds beneath our feet... In
Underland, Robert Macfarlane takes a dazzling journey into the concealed geographies of the ground
beneath our feet - the hidden regions beneath the visible surfaces of the world. From the vast belowground mycelial networks by which trees communicate, to the ice-blue depths of glacial moulins, and
from North Yorkshire to the Lofoten Islands, he traces an uncharted, deep-time voyage. Underland a
thrilling new chapter in Macfarlane's long-term exploration of the relations of landscape and the human
heart. 'He is the great nature writer, and nature poet, of this generation' Wall Street Journal 'Packed with
stories based in geography, history, myth, gossip, legend, religion, geology and the natural world.
Macfarlane's writing moves and enthrals' The Times on The Old Ways 'Irradiated by a profound sense of
wonder... Few books give such a sense of enchantment; it is a book to give to many, and to return to
repeatedly' Independent on Landmarks
Floating May 22 2022 'Lovely, lively, passionate... a celebration of nature's ability to inspire healing and
joy' Robert MacFarlane In the breaststrokes of Roger Deakin's Waterlog, this is the story of one man's
search for himself across the breadth of Britain's wild waters. Joe Minihane became obsessed with wild
swimming and the way it soothed his anxiety, developing a new-found passion by following the example
of naturalist Deakin in his own swimming memoir. While fighting the currents - sometimes treading
water Minihane swims to explore, to forget, to find the path back to himself through nature, and in the
water under an open sky he finally begins to find his peace. Floating is a remarkable memoir about a love
of swimming and a deep appreciation for the British countryside: it captures Minihane's struggle to
understand himself, and the healing properties of wild stretches of water. From Hampstead to Yorkshire,
Dorset to Jura, the Isles of Scilly to Wales, Minihane uses Waterlog to trace his own path by diving right
in.
This Luminous Coast Feb 19 2022 Over the course of a year, Jules Pretty walked along the shoreline of
East Anglia in southeastern England, eventually exploring four hundred miles on foot (and another
hundred miles by boat). It is a coast and a culture that is about to be lost—not yet, perhaps, but soon—to
rising tides and industrial sprawl. This Luminous Coast takes the reader with him on his journey over land
and water; over sea walls of dried grass, beside stretched fields of golden crops, alongside white sails
gliding across the intricate lacework of invisible creeks and estuaries, under vast skies that are home to
curlews and redshanks and the outpourings of skylarks. East Anglia’s coastline is as much a human
landscape as it is a natural one, and Pretty is equally perceptive about the region’s cultural heritage and its
"industrial wild": fishing villages and the modern seaside resorts, family farms and oil refineries, pleasure
piers and concrete seawalls, cozy pubs and military installations. Through words and photographs, Pretty
interweaves stories of the land and sea with people past and present. He is a passionate and sensitive
guide to a region in transition, under stress, and perhaps even doomed, as finely attuned to its history as
he is to its unique sensory world.
Between Earth and Paradise Nov 23 2019 After giving up a hectic life as a journalist in Europe and
Hollywood in the late 1960s to return to his boyhood love of nature, Mike Tomkies moved to Eilean
Shona, a remote island off the west coast of Scotland. There he rebuilt an abandoned croft house and
began a new way of life observing nature. He tracked foxes and stags, made friends with seals and taught
an injured sparrow-hawk to hunt for itself. It was the indomitable spirit of this tiny bird that taught
Tomkies what it takes for any of us to be truly free. Whether he was fishing, growing his own food or
battling through stormy seas in a tiny boat, he learned that he could survive in the harsh environment.
This is the astonishing story of daring to take the first step away from urban routines and embracing a
harsh yet immensely rewarding way of life which, in turn, led Tomkies to an even more remote location
and inspired an acclaimed series of books on various animals and the challenges and joys of living in
remote places.
The Story of Swimming Nov 16 2021 A new wave of passion has emerged for open water swimming,
but it is a British tradition that has deep roots. Susie Parr takes a chronological look at the social history of

swimming from the earliest Roman written accounts, stories of Viking invaders, medieval and
Elizabethan literature, medicinal seabathing in 18th century and the rise of Georgian and Regency
watering holes such as Brighton. She follows the line of literary swimmers from Shelley to Murdoch and
charts the boom of the British seaside resort in a fascinating and hugely enjoyable journey.
Africa Is Not A Country Aug 21 2019 'Warm, funny, biting and essential reading.' Adam Rutherford
'Hilarious, ferocious, generous and convincing. It made me reconsider almost everything I thought I knew
about Africa.' Oliver Bullough Africa Is Not A Country is a bright portrait of modern Africa that pushes
back against harmful stereotypes to tell a more comprehensive story. 'This book should be on the
curriculum.' Nikki May, author of WAHALA You already know these stereotypes. So often Africa is
depicted simplistically as an arid red landscape of famines and safaris, uniquely plagued by poverty and
strife. In this funny and insightful book, Dipo Faloyin offers a much-needed corrective. He examines each
country's colonial heritage, and explores a wide range of subjects, from chronicling urban life in Lagos
and the lively West African rivalry over who makes the best Jollof rice, to the story of democracy in
seven dictatorships and the dangers of stereotypes in popular culture. By turns intimate and political,
Africa Is Not A Country brings the story of the continent towards reality, celebrating the energy and
fabric of its different cultures and communities in a way that has never been done before.
Leap In Jan 18 2022 'Remarkable' Observer 'A joy to read' Daily Telegraph 'Soaringly beautiful' Sunday
Times Magazine 'Genuine and persuasive' Guardian Alexandra Heminsley thought she could swim. She
really did. It may have been because she could run. It may have been because she wanted to swim; or
perhaps because she only ever did ten minutes of breaststroke at a time. But, as she learned one day while
flailing around in the sea, she really couldn’t. Believing that a life lived fully isn’t one with the most
money earned, the most stuff bought or the most races won, but one with the most experiences,
experienced the most fully, she decided to conquer her fear of the water. From the ignominy of getting
into a wetsuit to the triumph of swimming from Kefalonia to Ithaca, in becoming a swimmer, Alexandra
learns to appreciate her body and still her mind. As it turns out, the water is never as frightening once
you're in, and really, everything is better when you remember to exhale. What Hemmo's readers are
saying: ‘This book is funny, engaging, entertaining, informative, suspenseful, motivating, and inspiring...
I've never read anything quite like it’ – Nina on Goodreads, 5 stars ‘Just like Running Like a Girl, this
was an absolute joy to read. A beautifully written story of swimming, family and being a woman’ – Violet
on Amazon, 5 stars ‘Fantastic book... Entertaining – often laugh-out-loud funny – and full of really useful
advice’ – J. Edwards on Amazon, 5 stars ‘A fabulous book that’s beautifully written’ – Nik on Goodreads,
5 stars ‘I can't recommend this book enough! I absolutely love Alexandra Heminsley's writing, her
attitude towards exercise and her passion for swimming’ – Sarah on Goodreads, 5 stars ‘an inspirational
and encouraging read’ – Stephanie on Goodreads, 5 stars ‘the author’s enthusiasm is contagious... one
cannot help but yearn to join in. ... A thoroughly inspiring book with a likeable narrator unafraid to share
her personal life’ – Eleanor on Goodreads, 5 stars ‘This is a delightful book, a pleasure to read...
Unbelievably well written, it flows like the water she loves’ – Bobby on Amazon, 5 stars
Wildcat Haven Jul 12 2021
Pondlife Oct 03 2020 The ponds of Hampstead Heath are small oases; fragments of wild nature nestled in
the heart of north-west London. For the best part of his life Al Alvarez – poet, critic, novelist, rockclimber and poker player – has swum in them almost daily. An athlete in his youth, Alvarez, now in his
eighties, chronicles what it is to grow old with humour and fierce honesty – from his relentlessly nagging
ankle which makes daily life a struggle, to infuriating bureaucratic battles with the council to keep his
disabled person's Blue Badge, the devastating effects of a stroke, and the salvation he finds in the three Ss
– Swimming, Sex and Sleep. As Alvarez swims in the ponds he considers how it feels when you begin to
miss that person you used to be – to miss yourself. Swimming is his own private form of protest against
the onslaught of time; proof to others, and himself, that he's not yet beaten. By turns funny, poetic and
indignant, Pondlife is a meditation on love, the importance of life's small pleasures and, above all, a
lesson in not going gently in to that good night.
The Rings of Saturn Apr 09 2021 ‘Sebald is the Joyce of the 21st Century’ The Times What begins as
the record of W. G. Sebald’s own journey on foot through coastal East Anglia, from Lowestoft to Bungay,
becomes the conductor of evocations of people and cultures past and present. From Chateaubriand,

Thomas Browne, Swinburne and Conrad, to fishing fleets, skulls and silkworms, the result is an
intricately patterned and haunting book on the transience of all things human. ‘A novel of ideas with a
difference: it is nothing but ideas... Formally dexterous, fearlessly written (why shouldn't an essay be a
novel?), and unremittingly arcane; by the end I was in tears’ Teju Cole, Guardian
Crow Country Jun 30 2020 One night Mark Cocker followed the roiling, deafening flock of rooks and
jackdaws which regularly passed over his Norfolk home on their way to roost in the Yare valley. From the
moment he watched the multitudes blossom as a mysterious dark flower above the night woods, these
gloriously commonplace birds were unsheathed entirely from their ordinariness. They became for Cocker
a fixation and a way of life. Cocker goes in search of them, journeying from the cavernous, deadened
heartland of South England to the hills of Dumfriesshire, experiencing spectacular failures alongside
magical successes and epiphanies. Step by step he uncovers the complexities of the birds' inner lives, the
unforeseen richness hidden in the raucous crow song he calls 'our landscape made audible'. Crow Country
is a prose poem in a long tradition of English pastoral writing. It is also a reminder that 'Crow Country' is
not 'ours': it is a landscape which we cohabit with thousands of other species, and these richly complex
fellowships cannot be valued too highly.
Haunts of the Black Masseur Dec 17 2021 A new re-issue of the cult swimming classic, a beautiful read
filled with detailed description and powerful prose. WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY AMY
LIPTROT ‘A luminously romantic history of swimming’ Guardian Haunts of the Black Masseur is a
dazzling introduction to the great swimming heroes, from Byron leaping into the surf at Shelley's funeral
to Hart Crane diving to his death in the Bay of Mexico. Bursting with anecdotes, Charles Sprawson leads
us into a watery world populated by lithe demi-gods – a world that has obsessed humans from the ancient
Greeks and Romans, to Yeats, Woolf, Fitzgerald and Hockney. Original, enticing and dripping with
references to literature, film, art and Olympic history, this cult swimming classic pays sparkling tribute to
water and the cultural meanings we attach to it. ‘This splendid and wholly original book is as zestful as a
plunge in champagne’ Iris Murdoch
While Flocks Last Sep 14 2021 Armed with a field guide and a half-decent pair of binoculars, Charlie
Elder travels the length and breadth of the British Isles to spot forty bird species in serious decline - the
UK's Red List. He looks at why their numbers have fallen, what efforts are being made to encourage their
recoveries and meets experts and enthusiasts who are working to make a difference. He also examines just
why birds matter in the first place and considers the role of the birdwatcher - one species that is certainly
not in decline.
Life at Walnut Tree Farm Mar 20 2022 The story, mainly in pictures, but also in words, of the rebuilding
of the 16th-century Suffolk farmhouse that the environmentalist Roger Deakin lived in from the early
1970s until his death in 2006.
Waterlog Aug 25 2022 Inspired by John Cheever's classic short story, "The Swimmer," Roger Deakin set
out from his moat in Suffolk to swim through the British Isles. The result of his journey is a maverick
work of observation and imagination.
Taking the Plunge May 30 2020 The thrill of plunging--or dipping a toe--into open water brings joy,
confidence, adventure, and friendship. It can wash away stress and sadness, pain and grief. Here water is a
great healer, a place to feel gloriously, elementally alive and in touch with yourself, with others, and with
nature. Full of life-affirming personal stories and breath-taking images of scenery and swimmers, this
bookcelebrates the remarkable wild swimming community. With practical advice on how wild swimming
works and how to get started--from what you'll need (a swimsuit and a smile!) to where best to go (rivers,
oceans, lochs, lakes . . .)--there's never been a better time to take the plunge.
Waterlog Oct 27 2022 'Roger Deakin is the perfect companion for an invigorating armchair swim.
Engaging, thoughtful and candid' Telegraph Waterlog celebrates the magic of water and the beauty and
eccentricity of Britain. In 1996 Roger Deakin, the late, great nature writer, set out to swim through the
British Isles. From the sea, from rock pools, from rivers and streams, tarns, lakes, lochs, ponds, lidos,
swimming pools and spas, from fens, dykes, moats, aqueducts, waterfalls, flooded quarries, even canals,
Deakin gains a fascinating perspective on modern Britain. Detained by water bailiffs in Winchester,
intercepted in the Fowey estuary by coastguards, mistaken for a suicide on Camber sands, confronting the
Corryvreckan whirlpool in the Hebrides, he discovers just how much of an outsider the native swimmer is

to his landlocked, fully-dressed fellow citizens. This is a personal journey, a bold assertion of the native
swimmer's right to roam, and an unforgettable celebration of the magic of water.
Britain's Rare Flowers Oct 15 2021 This is a new paperback edition of an acclaimed and beautiful
Poyser title on the rare flowers of Britain. The book looks at the evolution of individual species and of
plant communties, the threats (natural and anthropogenic) that have caused declines and extinctions in
some plant populations, and the various conservation efforts which have been made to protect them and to
encourage their numbers to grow. Written in a lively and jargon-free style, with numerous examples and
anecdotes, and illustrated throughout with gorgeous colour photographs, this lovely, engaging and
accessible book is a must for all wild flower enthusiasts. 'This is a heartwarming and inspiring book for
anyone who loves wildflowers and values their place in our culture.' BBC Wildlife
The Lido Guide Jun 18 2019 You say Lee-doh, We say Ly-doh From beautiful Art Deco lidos to
humble, fiercely loved community pools, this is the definitive photographic guide to around 130 lidos in
the UK and Channel Islands. Collected together for the first time, each entry details what makes the pool
unique and what swimming there is like, as well as providing information about refreshments,
accessibility and much more. This guide is organised geographically and includes information on how to
find the lidos, it also suggests other nearby pools so you can plan your own lido road trips.
The Butterfly Isles Sep 21 2019 Butterflies animate our summers but the fifty-nine species found in the
British Isles can be surprisingly elusive. Some bask unseen at the top of trees in London parks; others lurk
at the bottom of damp bogs in Scotland. A few survive for months, while other ephemeral creatures only
fly for three days. Several are virtually extinct. This bewitching book charts Patrick Barkham's quest to
find each of them - from the Adonis Blue to the Dingy Skipper - in one unforgettable summer. Wry,
attentive, full of infectious delight and curiosity, written with a beautifully light touch, The Butterfly Isles
is a classic of British nature writing.
I Found My Tribe Sep 02 2020 ‘I Found My Tribe is inspiring, humbling and a picture of what love really
looks like’ Marian Keyes An invocation to all of us to love as hard as we can, and live even harder, I
Found My Tribe is an urgent and uplifting letter to a husband, family, friends, the natural world and the
brightness of life. Ruth’s tribe are her lively children and her filmmaker husband, Simon, who has Motor
Neurone Disease and can only communicate with his eyes. Ruth’s other ‘tribe’ are the friends who gather
at the cove in Greystones, Co. Wicklow, and regularly throw themselves into the freezing cold water, just
for kicks. ‘The Tragic Wives’ Swimming Club’, as they jokingly call themselves, meet to cope with the
extreme challenges life puts in their way, not to mention the monster waves rolling over the horizon.
‘Fitzmaurice tells her story in sparkling prose that is as sinewy as her new sea-strengthened body, and as
admirable and boundless as her spirit’, Sunday Times ‘Uplifting and life-affirming’ Stylist
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